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WCSA AlumNEWS
Spring 2010

According to new occupants and
campus visitors, including open
house guests in February 2010, the
Welcome Center renovation project
is a grand success.
“The Welcome Center is a
hub of daily activity,” shares Carla
Riley, director of alumni relations
and annual giving. “Prospective
students, alumni, and friends are
made welcome through this inviting
portal. Today’s prospective students
will remember their first on-site
experience here. West Central
School of Agriculture alumni
Welcome Center, renovated Engineering,
remember it as Engineering. UMM
alumni remember it as Community opens to rave reviews by WCSA alumni
Services. Alumni of both institutions
will enjoy the tremendous transformation, and I hope
Key elements of the Welcome Center reflect the
they will visit soon and often.”
building’s past and its future: replicas of the original
large windows; operable windows; salvaged and reused
Historic features and a building for the future
materials; wind energy; in-floor heat; the future use
The project goal was to maintain the historic
of biomass facility steam to provide “green” heat and
integrity of the 1914 building while converting it to
energy to produce chilled water to cool the building
a 21st century environmentally and energy efficient
utilizing an absorption chiller; “chilled beams”
office building capable of Leadership in Energy and
for cooling; and a design that reflects the original
Environmental Design (LEED) certification.
engineering purpose of the building that housed a
Architects Meyer Scherer & Rockcastle and campus
blacksmith shop, machine shop, carpenter shop, and
representatives worked with the state historical architect classrooms.
and State Historical Preservation Office staff to ensure
defining historic features were maintained. The
LEED certification underway
building is listed on the National Register of Historic
As a LEED building, the Welcome Center project
Places as one of the thirteen buildings in the WCSA and adheres to renovation and operation standards:
Experiment Station Historic District.
(continued page seven)

2010 Celebration—honoring campus history and celebrating history-in-the-making.
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2010 All-School Reunion two-day
registration form on page 15

Greetings from the
Director of
Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving
This is it! The big year 2010
has arrived marking the 100th
anniversary of the West Central
School of Agriculture and the
50th anniversary of the University of Minnesota,
Morris. To make this year’s special celebration even
grander, a unique project will be “unveiled” during
reunion weekend.
Some time ago, the idea of honoring WCSA
history with permanent naming plaques for all
buildings of that era came to the fore. A motion to
raise the necessary funds for this project was passed
during the 2009 annual meeting with the hope that
the project could be completed in time for the 2010
All-School Reunion. The board met soon after to
determine the appropriate signage and to authorize a
solicitation letter to all Aggies.
World renowned Cold Spring Granite Company
was selected to produce bronze plaques for 13
WCSA era buildings. Carol Pederson Meyer ’60,
president, and John Peternell ’60, board member,
assisted in selecting the size and style of the plaques.
Additional assistance came from UMM alumnus and
historian Dennis Gimmestad ’72 whose expertise was
invaluable in determining the appropriate name and
date to be used for each of the buildings.
Dennis also provided verbiage for a larger
marker. The bronze marker will be positioned near
the Welcome Center, formerly Engineering. It will be
similar in size and appearance to the one currently
located in front of the Multi-Ethnic Resource Center
(MRC), formerly Music Hall. The Sewah company
produced the MRC sign and will also produce the
new Welcome Center sign that will give an overview of
campus history and note its inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places.
The building plaques and historic district marker
will be dedicated during the annual meeting and
program on Saturday, July 17, 2010. Thank you for
your support of this project that reminds us of our
past and serves to further beautify our campus.
I look forward to seeing you this summer but
contact me anytime at rileycj@morris.umn.edu or
320-589-6394.

Carla Riley ’85

Morris campus receives major
renewable energy related grants
The Morris campus recently received two grants that
illustrate the impact of Morris research and education
on the future of the campus, the state, and beyond.
National Science Foundation chemistry grant
The National Science Foundation awarded three
Morris chemistry professors a $197,146 grant to
integrate renewable energy and sustainable chemistry
into the curriculum. The University of Minnesota
Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment
also contributed $22,000. Nancy Carpenter, Ted
Pappenfus, and Tim Soderberg will create new courses
and add new aspects to existing courses on nuclear,
solar, wind, fuel cell, and biofuel energy sources.
Morris students will be involved in all phases of the
project.
Carpenter is developing the Chemistry of
Sustainable Energy course that includes: energy basics,
fossil fuels, “sustainable” energy sources, biomass, solar
cells, hydrogen fuel cells, and nuclear energy.
Pappenfus will focus on polymers and photovoltaics.
He and students will investigate the origins of the
world’s plastics and future issues such as disposal
and sustainable polymers. The study and research
of photovoltaics, or solar cells, will be incorporated
into introductory through advanced courses, from
making a solar cell, to creating solar cell materials, to
sophisticated solar cell measurements.
Soderberg, a bioorganic chemist, and student
assistants study enzymes for the ability to convert plant
by-products—parts not for consumption—to ethanol.
The research could eliminate the “fuel versus food”
controversy surrounding biofuels such as corn.
MNREM-WIRED grant
The Minnesota Renewable Energy Marketplace–
Alliance for Talent Development (MNREM) initiative
awarded Morris an $85,000 grant to deliver and
expand curriculum in biomass gasification technology.
An intensive three-week course will be offered as a forcredit May session course. A one-week course will also
be held in May.
Morris Continuing Education received an initial
2009 MNREM-WIRED grant of $174,258 to develop
and deliver biomass gasification technology curriculum.
The primary goal of the initiative is to achieve longterm sustainable economic vitality and compete in a
global economy through the attraction, creation, and
retention of an educated and skilled workforce.
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BikeShare program:
Class of 2010
invites your
participation

Greetings from the
Alumni Association
President

For the past three years,
University of Minnesota,
Morris seniors have “given
back” to the community that
welcomed them as students
at Morris. Each class has
made a gift: the paver-lined
sidewalk near the Welcome
Center from the Class
of 2007, the Pomme de
Terre Park disc golf course
from the Class of 2008
and community supporters,
and the evergreen trees near
Big Cat Stadium, a shared facility with the Morris Area
Public Schools, from the Class of 2009.
The Class of 2010 will instate the BikeShare
program. The seniors are gathering bikes that will be
painted gold. The bikes will be available for students
to run errands, get to class, or take a leisurely ride
downtown or to parks. When done, students will simply
return bikes to a UMM bike rack.
If you have a bike you are not using, the Class of
2010 invites you to join them in their efforts. You
may fill out a simple form with the Office of Alumni
Relations and Annual Giving to receive gift credit.
For more information, contact Erin Christensen’05,
program associate, at schellin@morris.umn.edu or
320-589-6067.

WCSA garden planting scheduled

When you arrived as a
student at the West Central
School of Agriculture and
Experiment Station campus as a
13- or 14- year old, did you ever
think you would be celebrating
the 100th anniversary of that
wonderful school in 2010? It certainly never crossed
my mind. But that’s what we will be doing this year
during the 2010 All-School Reunion.
What was the total estimated value of all the
buildings at WCSA at the time of the school’s
opening in 1910? Find out the answer to that and
more trivia as you attend our All-School Reunion on
Saturday and Sunday, July 17 and 18, 2010.
Hopefully, you are all aware that, thanks to
you fantastic Aggies, we will be dedicating new,
PERMANENT signage on 13 buildings that were on
campus while it was an Ag School and that continue
to be used by the University of Minnesota, Morris as
part of the college.
In addition to the plaques on individual
buildings, we will have a large historic marker in
front of the Welcome Center, formerly Engineering.
The WCSA Alumni Association Board of
Directors “stirred the pot” and came up with a
new format for reunion this year. Please read the
two-day schedule information carefully as we hope
each of you will be able to join us for part or all
of this historic event. The class with the highest
percentage of participation will be given “Presidential
Recognition”. My money is on the Class of 60! Prove
me wrong if you can!

Carol Pederson Meyer ’60

Invest a wonderful spring morning in the West
Central School of Agriculture Alumni Garden on the
Morris campus, then return to campus for the reunion
in July to see the lovely fruits of your labor—the garden
in full summer bloom. If you’d like to help with this
WCSA tradition, mark your calendars for Friday,
May 28, 2010, at 10 a.m. Although not necessary to
participate, letting us know if you will be attending
helps with planning for the morning. E-mail
alumni@morris.umn.edu or call 320-589-6066. See
you in the garden!
At right: 2009 garden planting
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Opportunities throughout 2010 to celebrate
a special year in University of Minnesota history
Throughout 2010, Morris campus history will be
honored and history-in-the-making will be celebrated.
Through a variety of exciting special activities and
events, the campus will mark the 100-year anniversary
of the founding of the West Central School of
Agriculture and Experiment Station and the 50-year
anniversary of the founding of the University of
Minnesota, Morris

WCROC summer events
On Friday, July 16, 2010, the day
before the All-School Reunion, the
West Central Research and Outreach
Center (WCROC) will host a special
Field Day celebration and Centennial
Center Day. Historic and modern
research will be presented during the
morning with a local foods meal served
at noon.
At 1 p.m., “Looking Back—Looking Forward: The
Role of WCROC in West Central Minnesota” begins
in the new AgCountry Auditorium. Speakers include
Lee Johnston, professor of swine science and WCROC
director of operations; Sam Evans, soil scientist
emeritus; Harley Hanke, animal scientist emeritus and
former WCSA faculty; Greg Cuomo, associate dean
for extension and outreach, University of Minnesota
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resources
Sciences and former WCROC director; Jude Capper,
associate professor of animal science, Washington State
University; and George Boody, executive director, Land
Stewardship Project.
On July 29, 2010, the WCROC will host a special
Horticulture Night, “100 years in West Central
Minnesota Homes” from 5 until 9 p.m. The evening
also includes the dedication of the newly renovated
WCROC office building.
For more information, please contact WCROC at
spohrjm@morris.umn.edu or 320-589-1711.

WCSA All-School Reunion in July
On Saturday and Sunday, July 17–18, 2010, the
WCSA All-School Summer Reunion will mark the
100-year anniversary of its founding.
The two-day event will feature several special 2010
Celebration activities, including the building plaques
dedication on Saturday and a nondenominational

worship service on
Sunday.
Also on Sunday, the
bus tour will feature the
Morris campus, the
WCROC, the community
of Morris, and the Stevens
County Historical
Museum which will feature
several exhibits
complementing the 2010 Celebration.
The “Reaping What we Sow—History of
Agriculture Exhibit” includes West Central
School of Agriculture and Experiment Station
artifacts and history. UMM student Laura
Sims, Coon Rapids, has served as an intern at
the SCHS and is pictured with the Extension
Homemakers exhibit that is also on display.
The registration form for the 2010
Celebration All-School Reunion is found on page 15.

2010 Celebration WCSA and UMM
artifact exhibition opens in August
Beginning with an opening reception on August
25, 2010, the Humanities Fine Arts Gallery will host
a 2010 Celebration exhibition featuring the history
of the West Central School of Agriculture and the
University of Minnesota, Morris. Memorabilia and
artifacts from the WCSA years are being collected for
the exhibition. Please contact Melissa Weber at
320-589-6414 or weberm@morris.umn.edu if you’d
like to contribute.

Founders Weekend in September
The weekend of September 25–26, 2010, celebrates
campus history and history-in-the-making on the
Morris campus and WCSA alumni are invited to attend.
On Saturday, September 25, the day begins with
a panel discussion of campus history at noon. A live
music street dance begins at 1:30 p.m. The awardwinning Monroe Crossing bluegrass band is scheduled
for 3 p.m., followed by Johnny Holm at 7 p.m.
On Sunday, September 26, campus guests are
invited to participate in green tours from 11 a.m. until
noon. The tours provide an opportunity to view the
new Welcome Center and to learn about wind, biomass,
and solar energy initiatives and projects on campus.
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At 1 p.m. on Sunday of Founders Weekend, the
Welcome Center will be formally dedicated. WCSA
alumni are encouraged to participate in honoring the
transformation of this WCSA building.
At 2 p.m. on Sunday, a special Founders Day
program will be presented in Edson Auditorium.

Calendar of Events
May 28, 2010
WCSA Alumni Garden planting at 10 a.m.

Two documentaries in production
exploring campus history
Two documentaries are currently in production.
A 2010 Celebration film explores campus history
from the American Indian boarding school era,
through the WCSA period, to the University of
Minnesota, Morris years. .
A WCROC film will document the University of
Minnesota’s Experiment Station on the Morris campus
and its early influence on agriculture, as well as the
WCROC’s continuing research, outreach, and support.

2010 Celebration Web site
A Web site has been created for the 2010
Celebration. On its pages, you will find all of the events
planned for the 2010 Celebration; documents such
as the Historical Preservation Plan and the history of
the campus buildings; links to the historical photo
collections; the history of the Morris campus as well as
the history of the WCSA.
If you’d like to share your WCSA memories or
memorabilia, the site features an easy-to-use contact
form, or call 320-589-6414.

Briggs Library Digital Collections
The Rodney A. Briggs Library, named for WCSA
dean and UMM’s first administrator, is home to a photo
collection that documents the West Central School of
Agriculture and Experiment Station Historic District.
Find the collection at www.contentdm.morris.umn.edu
or ask to see it when you are on campus during the
All-School Reunion.

2010 Homecoming “Groupies Reunion”
Many WCSA alumni also attended the University
of Minnesota, Morris. This year’s UMM Homecoming
festivities provide an opportunity for UMM alumni to
attend “Groupies Reunions.” If WCSA who attended
UMM would like to show their Aggie and Cougar spirit
at a “WCSA Groupies Reunion,” contact Carla Riley at
rileycj@morris.umn.edu or 320-589-6394.

July 16, 2010
West Central Research and Outreach Center
(WCROC) Field Day celebration and WCROC
Centennial Center Day
July 17–18, 2010
WCSA All-School Summer Reunion
July 29, 2010
Special Horticulture Night, “100 years in West Central
Minnesota Homes” at the WCROC and renovated
WCROC building dedication, 5 until 9 p.m.
August 25, 2010
2010 Celebration Humanities Fine Arts Gallery
exhibition opens on the Morris campus and runs
through October 18, 2010
September 13, 2010
Board meeting at 7 p.m. at LaFave House
September 25–26, 2010
Founders Weekend
September 25, 2010
		 campus history at noon
		 street dance with live music at 1:30 p.m.
		 Monroe Crossing at 3 p.m.
		 Johnny Holm at 7 p.m.
September 26, 2010
		 green tours from 11 a.m. until noon
		 Welcome Center dedication at 1 p.m.
		 Founders Day program at 2 p.m.
February 7, 2011
Arizona All-School Winter Reunion at noon at
the ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort at 8350 East
University Drive in Mesa
February 15, 2011
Winter gathering at 11:30 a.m. at Gatti’s in
McAllen, Texas
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WCSA Alumni Association
2010 plaque project
The West Central School of Agriculture Alumni
Association played a key role in placing the Morris
campus on the National Register of Historic Places as
the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment
Station Historic District. In 2010, WCSA alumni can
participate in another historic project.
The WCSA Alumni Association will be placing
plaques on the historic district buildings denoting their
WCSA era names. Beautiful bronze plaques have been
ordered for 13 campus buildings: Engineering, Music
Hall, Infirmary, Girls’ Dormitory, Boys’ Dormitory,
Legacy Walk celebrates historic 2010 Edson Hall, Dining Hall, Agriculture Hall, Spooner
Celebrate the WCSA’s 100th anniversary by joining Hall, Junior Hall, Cattle Barn, Senior Hall, and Seed
in the Legacy Walk Project. Originally the UMM Class
House.
of 2007’s project, the paver project allows you to
The goal is to have the plaques installed before
inscribe a paver with your name and reunion year, or
the special 2010 All-School Reunion to be held on
the name of a person to be honored or memorialized.
Saturday and Sunday, July 17–18, 2010. The WCSA
In recognition for your gift, we will personalize a paver Board of Directors has sent a letter to all alumni
with your inscription. Your tax deductible gift of $125
inviting participation in this project.
will support the Morris Legacy Walk with remaining
If you would like to make a gift towards the building
funds used to support scholarships. To make a gift, use plaques project, please send your donation using the
the form below.
form below. If more funds are collected than needed
Photo: Susan Siem ’07, Legacy Walk committee, points for the plaques, all extra dollars will be placed in the
AlumNEWS fund.
to the paver commemorating her graduation.

Make a gift to West Central School of Agriculture projects
Please use this form to send your donations for WCSA projects and programs. Please make checks payable to
the University of Minnesota, Morris. To help us keep accurate records, please do not include donations with
reunion registration form found on page 15. Please send a separate check for your donations.
I have enclosed a gift for:
________(amount) Building plaques project
________(amount) Herb Croom Endowed Scholarship
________(amount) Paver project ($125 each)
________(amount) Wes Gray Honorary Garden Fund
________(amount) WCSA AlumNEWS
________(amount) Class of 1956 Scholarship
________(amount) WCSA Alumni Garden
________(amount) Rural Students Scholarship
________(amount) West Central Research and Outreach Center
If your gift is (please check) ____in honor of a living person, or ____in memory of someone who has passed away,
please write his or her full name here:____________________________________.
														
Gift $ _______
												
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ______
Return this form with your check to:
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving, Welcome Center, 600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
UM10 UMNM WCSN
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Welcome Center

(continued from page one)

sustainable site development; water efficiency; energy
and atmosphere performance; materials reuse; recycled
products; certified wood from sustainable forests;
carpet made from recycled materials and recylable;
low emitting paints, glue, wood, and floor finishes;
“green” cleaning products; and energy education. The
certification process is underway, and the campus will
receive word regarding recognition later in 2010.
WCSA visitors reflect
During the open house, several WCSA alumni
visited the new Welcome Center, including 1945
classmates Harold Fahl and Marilyn Hennen Mahoney.
“They did a good job,” says Fahl who serve for 25
1/2 years as UMM plant services director. “At one time,
this building was scheduled to be demolished. The
architects who designed Humanities Fine Arts imagined
that this building would be gone. It was good that it was
kept. The renovation architects did
a good job. Exposing the ceiling
and the beam structure of the
second floor is interesting. I like
the way they utilized the space and
salvaged and reused the cabinetry
from the second floor.”
Fahl spent a lot of time in
Engineering as a student. In
the north wing, now External
Relations, he studied welding. In
the south wing, now Admissions, he studied carpentry.
“When I was a student, the second floor had a big
classroom for physics that held 100 students. My first
year, 1942-43, they had a B-12 aeronautics class in that
room. After that program finished, they offered the

Marilyn Hennen Mahoney ’45 visited the Welcome
Center with her sister, Lois Hennen Johnson ’47.

Harold Fahl ’45 visited with Rose Murphy, Continuing
Education, on the Welcome Center’s second floor.
class to WCSA students, a full year of ground school.”
Mahoney’s open house visit to the Welcome Center
was the first time she has ever entered the building.
“When I was a student, women
didn’t go in Engineering, just
the guys studying engineering,
carpentry, and welding. I spent
my time with the usual high school
classes as well as typing and secretarial
classes, sewing and home ec, and
participating in class plays.”
Remembering Engineering as
rather dark, Mahoney was impressed
with the light in the renovated
Welcome Center. “It is really nice,” she says. “There’s so
much space for offices, and it is so clean and light.”
Occupants appreciation
“The Welcome Center is a wonderful ‘front door’
to campus for prospective students and families, a
great place for our first point of contact,” says Bryan
Herrmann, director of admissions. “Welcome Center
visitors are very relaxed in the new space. They are
intrigued by a historical building with a creative
modern design.”
The Offices of Admissions, Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving, Fund Development, University
Relations, Continuing Education, and Community
Engagement, and the Center for Small Towns make
their homes in the new Welcome Center.
All-School Reunion tours
You are invited to tour the Welcome Center during
the All-School Reunion in July, Founders Weekend in
September, or anytime during business hours.
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Class News

compiled by Sarah Deutl ’11, Anoka

Class of ’31
Elmer Herbranson, Kansas City, Missouri, passed
away in February 2009.

Class of ’46
Herb Carlson, Branson, Missouri, passed away in
March 2010.

Class of ’36
Ednar Gilbertson, Minneapolis, passed away in
November 2007.

Marvin Gustafson, St. Petersberg, Florida, passed away
in March 2010.
Class of ’47
Bruce Anderson passed away in June 2008.

Class of ’38
Ruben Thielke, Minneapolis, passed away in August
2009.

Ruth Fischer Zimmerman writes, “I enjoy coming
back to reunions and appreciate all you do for the
WCSA, planning reunions, and welcoming us back.”

Berthella “Tillie” Hockert, Morris, passed away in
February 2010.
Class of ’41
Otto Graumann, Beardsley, passed away in May 2009.
Violet Meyer, Hoffman, passed away in November 2009.
Class of ’43
Erna Fischer Magnuson, Ada, passed away in March
2010. Her brother, Oliver Fischer, died in 1996.
Survivors include sister Ruth Fischer Zimmerman ’47.
Class of ’45
Harold Fahl writes, “Stan and Marie Benson of St.
Peter stopped by our home in Glenwood on their way
to their son John’s home in Moorhead. We had a good
visit and talked about our 65th reunion coming up in
July. We’re hoping to see a number of classmates again.
There were 16 or 12 at the 60th reunion five years ago.”

Don Roberts ’46, Harold Etrheim ’47, Paul Sperr
’49, Betty Sperr ’49, Carone Flan Lyng ’49, Dale ’49
and Connie Johnson at the Winter Reunion in Mesa.

Class of ’48
Arlene Akerman Munyon, Butte, Montanta, writes,
“My husband, Dale Munyon, died in August 2004,
and my oldest son, Richard “Eric” Munyon, died in
May 2008. I work 18 hours per week at the local United
Way of Butte and Anaconda office doing any type of
office work they need done and going to Business
Card Socials, Grand Openings, and other celebrations
representing United Way. I get paid by, and so really
work for, Experience Works, formerly Green Thumb,
at minimum wage. I still have one son, Terry, who lives
here in Butte, and a daughter, Toni Wheat, who lives
in Sioux City, Iowa. Terry’s two sons, Shane and T.J.,
and my daughter-in-law, Penni, and the grandsons
(my great grandsons) Lee, Jax, and Eli, also live here
in Butte. My grandson (Toni’s youngest son, Nate
Ritter) and his wife are expecting their first child in
August 2010. They live in San Diego, California.
Toni’s son, Brook, lives in Chehalis, Washington. My
youngest, Debby Oberg, served two years in the Army
and three-and-one-half years in the Air Force before
disappearing in September 1984. She attained the rank
of staff sergeant in both branches and was still in the
Air Force stationed in Las Vegas, Nevada, at the time of
her disappearance. We have not been able to get any of
her service records, commendations, or even medical
records, nor have we heard anything from or about her
since a phone call in September 1984.”
Class of ’51
Hollis Dyer has moved from the San Fernando Valley
to Murrieta in California. Hollis is attempting to start
work on his semi-retirement plan. He also plans to visit
campus in July 2010.
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Class of ’52
Kirby Greene writes, “The 57-year mystery–Solved!
A year ago, this Old Buck was ruminating about a very
nice entry in his 1952 class yearbook? The “mystery
woman” who used red ink and a fountain pen? Well to
my good fortune, another kind, thoughtful lady from
school days called me soon after that issue of WCSA
AlumNEWS came out! It was Rosella Hoffman from
the class behind mine, now Mrs. Lester Staples, who
was considerate enough to call me and tell me that our
Mystery Woman was exactly as she had signed her name:
Elsie Kay Holm. She worked in the dining hall/kitchen
full time during this period. She later married Rosella’s
cousin, and they moved to the Iron Range. Here is the

entry. See if one like it is in your Moccasin: Dear Kirby,
Friends are many; From far and near; Some are true
ones; and, Some are more dear; I’ll always remember;
You and your smile; It made school days here; More
worthwhile; Please don’t forget me, Kirby; Whatever
you do; Because, as the years roll onward; I’ll not forget
you. Written by Elsie Kay Holm.”
Russell Stier, Hoffman, passed away in April 2010.
Class of ’53
Fred Ball, New Richmond, Wisconsin, passed away in
February 2009. Survivors include his wife of 53 years,
Ruth Walz Ball.

Arlene Yochem Ulstad ’51 remembers the Moccasin

My class, 1951, was
the last class in which you
could graduate from the
West Central School of
Agriculture in three years.
So, we were the “breaking
point.” Those who started
in 1951 knew they had
to attend four years to
graduate. That’s why our
class published two Moccasins.
The first one, with a tractor
theme, came out in March 1950 and was done by a
group of our classmates with Irvin Schmit as editor.
The second yearbook came out in March 1951, and
the editor was me.
The theme of our book was based on the
“Barefoot Boy with Cheeks of Tan,” an idea I got
from a calendar photo. I drew all of the pictures
separating each section and wrote all the captions
and verses. I made them up myself.
A laugh a day keeps trouble away
That’s our motto at WCSA
Our sparetime is filled with lots of joy
Dear to the heart of every girl and boy.
Our parties and dances are always fun
The dates we have when day is done
The ice-skating rink, the lunchroom, too
Are familiar spots to both me and you.

I came from a rural
school education and
had no art training or
calligraphy skills,
but
under the
guidance of Miss Jelstrup and with her encouragement,
we produced the most beautiful and interesting yearbook
up to that time. Everyone—students, faculty and all—
praised it profusely. We were so proud of that yearbook!
The Moccasin Board for the 1951 yearbook: Yochem,
editor; Duane Kolle, assistant editor; Duane Nordin,
business manager, Glenn Sethre, assistant business
manager; Donald Beyer, humor editor; Janice Dewey
Walkup; faculty editor and directory; Colleen Thayer
O’Neill, activities editor; David Meyer, photographer;
Manual Lackman, sports editor; Orval Cawelti and
Marilyn Larson Pattison, junior member; Phyllis
Boen Dyer, class editor.

Photo from left: Arlene Yochem Ulstad ’51 with Marlys Thorstad Charles ’54, and Joan Bauman Bruer ’51 at the WCSA
Arizona Winter Reunion.
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John Pehl, Crown Point, Indiana, passed away in
January 2010. Survivors include brother Bernie
Pehl ’56.
George Erickson, Northfield, passed away in
February 2010.
Class of ’57
Alvin Gunderson moved to Windom after graduation,
where he met and married wife Kathy in 1958. They
have four children: Terry, Julie, Tracy, and Laurie.
He writes, “In 1961, we moved to Minneapolis where
I started working as a carpenter, joined the carpenters
union, and worked in commercial construction for
37 years. I retired in 1998. In 1972, we built a new
home in Anoka. In 1997, I started having some heart
problems, and in 1998, I had an operation, which
worked out well for me. In 1999, we purchased 40
acres east of Grand Rapids, where we built a home and
several other storage buildings—which were needed
because I collect and restore John Deere tractors. My
hobby, aside from working on tractors, is horse shoe
pitching. I have played several world tournaments,
and in Minnesota state tournaments I pitch in the
30–40 percent class. Over the years, I did a lot of deer
hunting. After moving up north, I now use a camera
instead of a 30-06. The years I was at WCSA are very
memorable to me, and I put to use some of the subjects
I had while there, especially the welding—I was certified
on commercial building in Minnesota— and the wood
working classes. The class reunions are very enjoyable,
reminiscing about old memories. A little note about
when my son was reading in the Moccasin about me
where it says, ‘War did not break out, Al just started his

From left: Carla Riley’85, director of alumni relations
and annual giving; Ted Storck ’54; Kathy Ahrens Mohr
’72; Joyce Storck; Vicki Ahrens Perri ’72; Chancellor
Jacqueline Johnson; Richard Storck ’55; and Maddy
Maxeiner, associate vice chancellor for external relations
car,’ I told him, ‘Well, that’s another story.’ If anyone is
ever in Florida during the winter, November to April,
give me a holler: gunnr39@yahoo.com. I summer in
Minnesota.”
Gordie Swenson, Fergus Falls, writes: “I have
never really informed anyone of my activities since
graduation. After graduation came the Navy. After
the Navy came Otter Tail Power Co. Then retirement,
which I am enjoying very much. My knees are bad, but I
think that will soon change for they have to be replaced.
I have spent half my life chasing black bear for people
as I was the guide. Now I have pretty much retired from
that also. So, the only thing new for me is that this past
year I sat down and wrote a book about some of my
experiences as a child, hunts I have been on that weren’t
bear related, and a lot of bear stories. I have resurrected
some old friendships that were related to bear, and we
can still laugh about the hunts. I would like to invite
everyone to check out the book at www.gordieswenson.
com. I painted the cover picture and did it from a real
bear encounter. I think of my old school mates a lot,
but don’t see many of them. Only glimpse a flash of
those around Fergus Falls, once in awhile.”
Class of ’58
Roger Olson, Meriwether County, near Greenville
Georgia, passed away in November 2009. Survivors
include sister Elyvon Olson Zimmerman ’56.

Orlan Kvistero ’60, Harvey Hawes ’49, Alice Hawes,
Rick Storck ’55, Joyce Storck, Geri Fiedler, Doug
Fiedler ’58 at the Arizona reunion

Class of ’59
Elmer Meierding passed away in July 2009. Elmer’s
sister, Angie Meierding ’60 plans to attend the
reunion this year.

page 10

Class of ’61
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson welcomed her son,
Captain Craig Nelson, home from Iraq at a “Welcome
Home” ceremony held in Fort Drum, New York.
Captain Nelson graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point in 2006. He is currently serving
in the Army’s First Ranger regiment as a platoon leader.
He led his platoon during a 15-month deployment in
Iraq and more recently was deployed to Afghanistan.
Being a mother of five, Pat has moved from the Twin
Cities back to her hometown of Morris where her two
older sons, Shawn and Jason Kirwin, reside with their
families. Pat’s youngest, Corey, is in his third year of
Pat Lesmeister Nelson (right) with son Captain Craig
college at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Pat
Nelson and daughter Dr. Michelle Lelwica
also has nine grandchildren.
Staff notes:
E.C. Higbie was superintendent of the West Central
School of Agriculture in 1915. His son, Leslie Higbie,

passed away in December 2009. Leslie was born on the
WCSA campus.

2010 Texas Winter Reunion in McAllen

Winter Texans met in February 2010 for an informal WCSA gathering of conversation and reminiscing. Next
year, the WCSA Texas reunion will again be at Gatti’s in McAllen at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 15, 2011.
For more information, contact LaVonne Dupree ’59 at twinney1@rrt.net or 701-640-4991. Row One: Lawrence Findlay ’45; Douglas Glesne ’56; Richard Keller ’50; Allen Albertson ’56; Russel Erlandson ’54; Charles
Dupree ’54 Row Two: Robert Danielson ’51; Carol Dewey Erlandson ’55; Shirley Hagen Wendland ’56; Gary
Peterson ’56; Loren Maahs ’56; Barb Jorgenson Albertson ’57; Mary Anderson ’56; LaVonne Schmock Dupree
’56 Row Three: Lyle Maanum ’55; Donald Lende ’62; Everett Holtz ’42; Ron Beyer ’57; Warren Maus ’40; Jim
Becker ’57
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Plaque gift Paver gift

2010 Arizona Winter Reunion
The 2010 Winter Reunion was held on February 8, 2010, in Mesa, Arizona. Special guests were Jacqueline
Johnson, chancellor, Maddy Maxeiner, associate vice chancellor for external relations, and Carla Riley, director
of alumni relations and annual giving. Next year’s reunion will be held in the same location, the ViewPoint
RV and Golf Resort, on Monday, February 7, 2011. Contact Ted Storck ’55 for more information by e-mail at
Arizonated@cox.net or call 623-266-4995.
Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so send us your
updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or send an
e-mail about your careers, families, travels, hobbies,
activities, and WCSA memories. We will include your
news in the next AlumNEWS issue. The deadline for
submission is October 1, 2010.
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thanks to those who
have given in the past! We appreciate your donations.
Checks to support AlumNEWS should be made payable
to the University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to the
address at right or use the form on page six.

please contact us to request that we remove your name
from the conventional mailing list. The newsletter,
photos, and a history of the WCSA can be found on
the WCSA Web site at: morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving. It is available in alternative formats
upon request. Class news, donations, comments,
corrections, or questions may be directed to:

WCSA Web page
The WCSA AlumNEWS is available on-line for those
interested in electronically receiving it. If you would
like to discontinue receiving a printed newsletter,
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Carla Riley ’85
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East 4th Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu

Class announcements for All-School Reunion
Class of 1945 65th Reunion

Class of 1960 50th Reunion

The Class of 1945 will gather for our 65th reunion
during the WCSA All-School Reunion on Saturday,
July 17, and Sunday, July 18, 2010. A room in the
Student Center has been reserved for our class to meet.
A pre-paid box lunch will be available to take back
to our meeting room, and we will plan to enjoy the
evening meal together as well. We had a good turn out
five years ago, and look forward to the opportunity to
visit and reminisce during the special 2010 All-School
Reunion. For more information, contact Harold Fahl
at 320-634-5692.

Join us for the All-School Reunion on Saturday,
July 17, and Sunday, July 18. 2010. Saturday
registration begins at 9 a.m. Classes will break into
assigned rooms from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. with an
optional box lunch available for those who have
pre-paid for it. Our annual meeting at 1 p.m. will
include the dedication of the WCSA buildings naming
plaque project. From 2 until 4 p.m., there will be
walking and golf cart tours available on campus to
enjoy conversation and the new building signage
funded by the Aggies. A 5 p.m. an on-campus
dinner will accommodate those attendees who have
not set up functions specifically for their class. A
nondenominational church service will be held in
Edson Auditorium on Sunday morning, and bus tours
in the afternoon will visit the campus, West Central
Research and Outreach Center, and the Stevens County
Museum. See the registration page at the back of this
booklet for a more complete listing of activities. For
more information, contact Carol Pederson Meyer at
320-763-5814 or cmeyer@area-alp.com.

Class of 1950 60th Reunion
The Class of 1950 will gather for our 60th reunion
during the WCSA All-School Reunion on Saturday,
July 17, and Sunday, July 18, 2010. A room in the
Student Center has been reserved for our class to meet.
A pre-paid box lunch will be available to take back
to our meeting room, and we will plan to enjoy the
evening meal together as well. Afternoon refreshments
will also be available. Please come prepared to share
ONE memory of your days at WCSA and also bring
memorabilia that you’ve saved to tell about or display.
This will be the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the WCSA, so let’s have a great turnout for this special
day! For more information, contact: JoAnn Redfield
Anderson at 320-589-2163 or hjanderson2@msn.
com; Audrey Rinke Jackson at 218-736-4275 or
acjackson@prtel; or Bertie Maus Sperr at
320-589-4199.

Class of 1955 55th Reunion
It’s time for our 55th class reunion! We had a
fabulous turnout in 2005, so please make every
effort to join again for the annual WCSA Reunion on
Saturday, July 17, and Sunday, July 18, 2010. We will
be celebrating the 100th anniversary of WCSA. What a
historic event—you will want to be part of this exciting
happening. Bring along old class pictures/family
pictures and the wonderful memories that we shared.
A room will be reserved in the Student Center for our
class gathering. Contact Jan Berg Arneson at
320-239-4491 or jdarne@hcinet.net; or Carol Dewey
Erlandson at 218-739-9224 or RusCarol@prtel.com
for more information.

Class of 1947 Gathering
Join fellow classmates as we gather during the
WCSA All-School Reunion on Saturday, July 17,
and Sunday, July 18. A room or designated area in
the Student Center will be reserved for us. We can
enjoy a pre-paid box lunch in the early afternoon
and a dinner will be held in Oyate Hall at 5 p.m.
Afternoon refreshments will also be available. For more
information, contact: Avanelle Miller Gray at
320-762–8749.

WCSA Faculty Invited to Reunion
Roy Thompson, former faculty and agronomist for
the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment
Station, encourages all WCSA faculty to recognize
the 2010 Celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the WCSA by attending the All-School
Reunion. The two-day celebration promises to be filled
with visiting with former students and faculty, much
story telling, and many memories. Roy and his wife,
Blythe, plan to attend and would welcome
your company.
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All-School Reunion
parking and free
shuttle service

2010 All-School Reunion
Tentative Schedule of Events

During the All-School Reunion,
complimentary golf cart shuttle service
will be provided from the North and West Lots on the
University of Minnesota, Morris campus to the Student
Center where the 2010 All-School Reunion will be
held. All parking is free on the Morris campus during
the reunion.
Parking in the mall area around the Student Center
will be restricted to vehicles with handicapped plates or
permits. ALL mall-area parking spaces will be reserved
for handicapped permits providing approximately 20
handicapped parking spots around the campus mall.
If you have special transportation needs, please
contact the Office of Alumni Relations and Annual
Giving by e-mail at alumni@morris.umn.edu or call
320-589-6066.

Saturday, July 17
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Registration, Student Center
11 a.m. until 12:45 p.m.
Alumni class reunions and box lunches
Assigned rooms for special reunions
and other classes, Student Center
1 p.m.
Annual meeting and plaque dedication program
Recognition of board members finishing terms
Election of new board members
Edson Auditorium, Student Center
2–4 p.m.
Campus walking tours and view plaques

Morris Area Lodging Information
Prairie Inn in Morris 1-800-535-3035
Morris Motel 320-589-1212
Super 8 Motel in Morris 1-800-800-8000
Super 8 Motel in Benson 1-800-800-8000
Cedar Inn of Starbuck 320-239-4300
Rob’s Motel in Benson 320-843-3484
Prairie Waters Inn in Appleton 320-289-2500
Scotwood Motel in Glenwood 320-634-5105
Country Inn and Suites in Benson 320-843-4395

5 p.m.
Banquet, Oyate Hall, Student Center
At your leisure
Visit the WCSA Alumni Garden

Sunday, July 18

RV Parking
RVs may be parked at Pomme de Terre Park on a firstcome, first-served basis. Prices are $12 per night without
electricity and $18 per night with electricity. Bathrooms
and water, but no water hookups available.
Free parking for self-contained recreational vehicles
is available in all of the University of Minnesota, Morris
campus parking lots. The East Lot has the most shade
and is the largest, quietest area. No water or electrical
hookups are available.
On-campus Apartments
On-campus apartments, which sleep four, are available
at $49 per night. Linens will be provided for $5 or you
may bring your own. It is recommended that you bring a
fan. Call 320-589-6066 to make a reservation.
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10 a.m.
Nondenominational worship service
Pastor Lyle Peterson ’60
Edson Auditorium, Student Center
11 a.m.
Brunch
Oyate Hall, Student Center
noon and 1:30 p.m.
Bus tours of campus, West Central Research and
Outreach Center, Stevens County Museum, and
community of Morris
At your leisure
Visit the WCSA Alumni Garden

2010 WCSA All-School Reunion Registration Form
Name(s) for nametag(s)____________________________________________________________________Class(es)__________________
Permanent Address
Street _______________________________________
City ________________________________________
State ____________________Zip ________________
Phone Number ________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________

Winter Address (if applicable)
Street _______________________________________
City ________________________________________
State ____________________ Zip ________________
Phone Number ________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________

Saturday, July 17
1. Registration fee, $7 per person
Covers printing of 100th anniversary reunion booklet and miscellaneous reunion costs.
(Please enclose $14 if you are bringing a guest.)					
Registration Fee $ ______
																
2. Optional box lunch, $10 per person
Pick up in Turtle Mountain Cafe from 11 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. and take to reunion break out rooms
Please reserve (quantity) ______ham and/or ______ turkey. Must be ordered in advance.
$ ______
3. Afternoon refreshments									
4. Banquet, 5 p.m., in Oyate Hall, $17 per person ($20 if not pre-registered by 7/9)
Please reserve (quantity)______ pot roast dinner(s) with all the fixin’s meals.			

Free Will donation
$ ______

Sunday, July 18
1. Sunday brunch, 11 a.m., in Oyate Hall, $13 per person ($16 if not pre-registered by 7/9)
Please reserve (quantity)______at $13 each. 							

$ ______

2. West Central Research and Outreach Center, the campus, and City of Morris, Stevens County
Historical Society bus tours in air-conditioned motor coach, $3 per person
Please reserve (quantity)_______ seat(s) at noon or 1:30 p.m. (circle one) at $3 per person
$ ______
Note: We will do our best to honor the time circled but final seating will depend upon guest numbers.
													

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ______

If you plan to attend the reunion, please return this form by Friday, July 9, 2010. Even if you do not plan to attend
the reunion, please use this form to update your address information. Please make checks payable to the University
of Minnesota, Morris. To help us keep accurate records, please send a separate check for donations (see page six).
Return this form with your check for the All-School Reunion and updated address information to:
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267
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WCSA Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, president
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814

Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134

Address Service Requested

Marion Thompson Davenport ’51,
vice president
12752 County Highway 15
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537
218-739-9281
Carol Dewey Erlandson ’55, secretary
20005 County Highway 110
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537
218-739-9224
Wilbur Grunewald ’63, treasurer
9833 Oakland Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420-5052
952-881-3809
Janice Berg Arneson ’55
25587 Nordic Point Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334-3393
320-239-4491
Andrew Brevig ’46
10482 State Highway 9
Herman, Minnesota 56248
320-677-2759
John Kvale ’54
10793 County Road 1
Kensington, Minnesota 56343
320-986-2455
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany, Minnesota 56307-9395
320-845-2334
Ted Storck ‘54
35 Brook Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267
320-585-5925
arizonated@cox.net

Restoration of this formal
garden behind the former
Engineering, now the Welcome
Center, has begun.

Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
The University of Minnesota, Morris
is an equal opportunity
educator and employer.
Printed on recycled and recyclable paper
with at least 20 percent postconsumer waste.
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